
GGGGlllloooossssssssaaaarrrryyyy of common Greek words including some terms not used in the text. In brackets are 
given loans and derivatives in English. One should note that some terms were used in specific senses 
by specific writers: thus the word for ‘element’ in Empedocles is rhizo ama but in later writers stoicheÉon. 
(For fuller definitions see GEL .)

àγαθό-(ν)= good; the Good.

±δης =hades, netherworld.

àεί = always.

àήρ = mist; (lower) air (> ‘aer-ial/-oplane’).

αUδιον/àείδιον  = eternal.

α¨θήρ = upper atmosphere (> ‘etherial’).

α¨σθητόν = sensible: what the senses perceive
(> ‘aesthetic-s’).

α¨τία/α€τιον = cause (> ‘aetio-logy’; see λόγος).

α¨ών = life-substance, spinal marrow (early); 
 life-time, generation; long period;
 (pl) eternity; century (late). 

àλόγιστον  = non-reasoning.

àνάγκη = necessity.

àνάµνησις = recollection/remembrance.

àνδρεία = manliness; courage (> 

‘andro-ecium/-gen’ in Botany & Biology).

àπαγωγή = leading away, abduction;
   shift in argument; reduction.

ôπειρον = infinite, limitless.

àπόδειξις = proof, demonstration.

àπορία = perplexing problem.

àρετή = excellence; virtue.

iριστον = best (>‘aristo-cracy/-lochia’, in
 Botany).

àρχή = beginning; principle (> ‘archaic’).

iτοµο = indivisible; individual; atom.

αéτογνωσία = self-knowledge
(cf ‘auto-matic/-nomy’).

γένεσις = genesis, generation.

γιγνόµενον = what-is-becoming/developing.

γν΅σις = knowledge (>‘gnostic’).

δαιµόνιον/δαίµων = daemon; guardian spirit;
 (late) demon..

δίκη = custom; order; trial.

δικαιοσύνη = justice.

δόξα = opinion.

δύναµις = force, might, power,
 strength (>‘dynamic’).

âγκέφαλος = brain; what is in the head 
 (>‘encephal-ic/-itis/-oid’)

âγκοίµησις = sleeping in (a temple/lair);
  incubation.

εrδος = what-is-seen; shape; kind; class; 
 idea.

ε€δωλον = (phantom;) image.

εîµαρµένη (<µείροµαι: receive portion; be 
devided)= destiny; Fate.

öλεγχος = refutation; scrutiny.

öλεος = compassion, mercy, pity.

âµπειρία = experience (> ‘empirical’).

âνέργεια = activity, action; actuality 
(>‘energy’.)

âντελέχεια = actuality; full reality.

âπαγωγή = bringing on; reasoning; induction.

âπιθυµία = desire.

âπιθυµητικόν = what desires; apetitive.

âπιστήµη=knowledge; science (<Latin ‘scientia’)
(>‘epistemo-logy’).

εéδαιµονία= being under a good daemon; 
  well-being; happiness.

εéσέβεια = reverence, piety; loyalty.

ζ΅ον = living being; animal (> ‘zoo-logy’).

™θικά = ethics, treatise on.

™θικό- = ethical, moral.

™συχία = quietude, stillness.

θεÖον = the divine.

θεός = god, deity (> ‘a-theism’).

θεωρία = viewing; contemplation (later:
 ‘theory, hypothesis’).

θυµός =spirit, strong feeling/passion.

θυµοειδές = the spirited part of the soul in 
Plato’s Republic.
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¨ατροµάντις = from ¨ατρός ‘physician’ and 
 µάντις ‘diviner/prophet’ (>mantic).

¨δέα = idea; form; appearance 
(> ‘ideo-logy’).

κατηγορία =  (accusation;) predication; category.

κενόν = the empty; void.

κίνησις = motion, movement (<‘kinetic’; 
‘cinema’ = motion-picture).

κόσµος = (good) order; cosmos; world.

λόγος = logos; account/word; proportion,

 measure; reason; cause.

λογιστικόν = what measures rightly, reasons 
 (>‘logic’).

µεσότης = central position; the mean.

µέτρον = measure (>‘metr-e/-ic-s).

µίµησις = imitation (>‘mimetic’).

µνηµοσύνη = memory; power of remembering
(>‘mnemonic’).

µοÖρα = part; portion, lot (in life); goddess of 
 Fate (later three).

µονάς = unit; monad =the one (>‘mon-ism’).

µορφή = shape, form (>‘morpho-logy’).

µύθος = speech; tale; myth; fiction.

νεÖκος = strife; separative force in 
 Empedocles.

νοητόν = intelligible – being in the sphere

of mind.

νοÜς = mind, intelligence ( >‘noetic;
 para-noia’).

nλο/οyλο = whole, entire (> ‘holistic’).

nµοιο- =same; resembling, similar 
 (>homoeo-mery/-morphy/-pathy).

ùν/öον = being; what-is (Sanskrit sat).
 (>‘on-to-logy’.)

ïρατόν = the visible (=sensible).

ùργανον = instrument; organ.

ïρισµός = definition.

οéσία = substance; property; essence.

παράδειγµα = pattern, model; example
(>‘paradigm’).

πείρας/πέρας = end, limit.

πνεÜµα =wind; air; breathing; breath of life; 
 (later) spirit.

πόλεµος = battle, war (>polemic-s).

πολιτεία = condition of citizen; government;
 city-state (>‘politic-s/-al’).

πρ΅το- = first, foremost (>‘proto-n/-type’).

®ίζωµα =root; element (in Empedocles).

σοφία = (cleverness; skill;) wisdom, practical 
and theoretical.

σοφιστεία = sophistry.

σοφιστής = expert, sophist.

σοφός = wise man; sage.

στοιχεÖον = element; basic constituent.

συλλογισµός = computation; reasoning; 
 syllogism.

σωφροσύνη =discretion; temperance.

τέλειο-/τελεο- = perfect, complete.

τελείωσις =completion, full attainment.

τέλος = consumation; service or money 
 offered as due; end. From this stem 
tel- τελ- and logos >‘teleology’.

τέχνη = skill, art, craft (>‘techn-ical/-ology’).

τροπή = turning; change (>‘trope’).

Rλη = (forest; cut wood;) matter, 
 stuff from which something is made.

φιλία = love; friendship
(>‘philo-logy; -phile’). 

φιλότης = love; friendship.

φθαρτόν = perishable.

φθορά = destruction; decay; passing out of 
 existence.

φόβος = fear (> ‘phobia’).

φρόνησις = (intention;) prudence, wisdom.

φύσις = (origin, birth;) natural constitution,
 essence or form; nature as originating 
 power; regular course of nature;
principle of growth in the world
(>‘physic-al/-s’).

χάος = original substance or force in 
 Hesiod’s Theogony ; chaos.

χρόνος  =time (>‘chronic’).

ψυχή = life; spirit (departed); soul; 
 conscious self (>‘psych-ic/-ology’).
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AAAAbbbbbbbbrrrreeeevvvviiiiaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss found mainly in the numbered notes and bracketed references:

Ar = Aristotle
His works:

Cat = Categories
EN = Ethics Nicomachean
G&C = On Generation and Corruption
Gen A = On the Generation of Animals
Heav = On Heaven
Hist A =History of Animals
Met = Metaphysics
Meteor = Meteorologica
Parts A = On the Parts of Animals
Phys = Physics
Pol = Politics
Post An = Posterior Analytics
Pr An  Prior Analytics
Soul = On the Soul

AV = AtharvaVeda

BU = BÖhadÄraèyaka U

Ch U = ChÄndogya U

DL: see ‘Other ancient Greek writers’ in PS

Fr(s) = Fragment(s) in Diels & Kranz

Her = Herodotus in ‘Other ancient Greek writers’ in PS

KRS = see PS

PS = Primary Sources

Plato’s works:
Phai = Phaidon
Phdr = Phaidros
Rep = Republic
Soph = Sohisteas
Thet = Theaiteatos
Tim = Timaios

RV = ¥gveda

Theog = Hesiod’s Theogony

U = Upaniêad

VME = see Bibliography, Secondary
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BBBBiiiibbbblllliiiiooooggggrrrraaaapppphhhhyyyy

A) Primary Sources

For Plato and Aristotle there are now numerous editions of the originals and many translations in 
English; so also for the Presocratics.

For the Presocratics – in collective works.

Diels H. & Kranz W. 1952 Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker Berlin, Weidman.
KRS  =  Kirk G.S., Raven J.E., Schofield M, 1999, The Presocratic Philosophers Cambridge, 

CUP.
Barnes J. 2001  Early Greek Philosophy  London, Penguins. (Fragments in English, containing 

some material not in Diels & Kranz nor in KRS.)

Other ancient Greek writers.

DL = Diogenes Laertius (late 3rd cent CE) Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers 2 vols, 
Loeb Classical Library.

Herodotus: Histories, in many editions and translations.
Hesiod: Theogony, Works and Days in Loeb Class. Libr.
Hippolytus, Clement and other Fathers of the Church, in Migne (1857) Helleanikea Patrologia, 

reprint, Centre for Patristic Publications (KEPE) Athens 1987-97 vols 1-21.
Homer: Iliad, Odyssey in many editions and translation.
Iamblichos:  Life of Pythagoras (ed and transl) S. Lampropoulou; Athens, Pyrinos Kosmos.
Plutarch in 15 vols, Loeb Classical Library.
Porphyry: Life of Pythagoras (ed and transl) S. Lampropoulou; Athens, Pyrinos Kosmos.
Sextus Empiricus, 4 vols, Loeb Class. Libr.
Simplicius extracts in Barnes (2001) and KRS.
Strabo, Geography 8 vols, Loeb Class. Libr.

Ancient Indic texts mentioned are also found in many editions and translations.

B) Secondary.

Ackrill J.L. 1981  Aristotle the Philosopher Oxford, OUP.
Armstrong A.H.  1983  An Introduction to Ancient Philosophy Littlefield, Adams & Co.
Austin M. & Vidal-Naquet P  1977 Economic and Social History of Ancient Greece transl & rev by 

M.Austin, Berkeley, Univ. California Press.
Barker Sir E. 1959  The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle NY, Dover Publ.
Betz H.D. 1970  ‘The Delphic Maxim’ in Harvard Theological Review  vol 63.
Boardman J. 1980  The Greeks Abroad 3rd Ed, London, Thames & Hudson.
Bolton J. 1962  Aristeas of Proconnesus Oxford, OUP.
Boudouris K. 1992 ed  Pythagorean Philosophy Athens, International Center for Greek 

Philosophy.
Brewster H. 1993  Classical Anatolia London, Tauris & Co Ltd.
Brodie S. 1991  Ethics with Aristotle  Oxford/NY, OUP.
Burkert W. 1972  Lore & Science in Ancient Pythagoreanism Camb.Mass., HUP.

1977  Griechische Religion Stuttgart/Berlin, Kohlhammer.
1987  ‘Oriental & Greek Mythology’ in J.Brenner ed Interpretations of Greek 
Mythology, London/Sydney, Groom Helm, 10-40.
1992  The Orientalizing Revolution, Camb.Mass., HUP.
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Chadwick J. 1976  The Mycenaean World Cambridge, CUP.
Cherniss H.E. 1935  Aristotle’s Criticism of the Presocratics, Baltimore, Octagon.

1962  Aristotle’s Criticism of Plato and the Academy NY, Russel & Russel.
Collins J. & Fishbane M. eds 1995   Death, Ecstasy and Other-Wordly Journeys, NY, State Univ of 

NY Press. 
Cornford F.M. 1937  Plato’s Cosmology (The Timaios with commentary) London, Routledge & 

Kegan Paul.
Dalley S. 1991  Mesopotamian Mythology Oxford, OUP.

1998  The Legacy of Mesopotamia Oxford, OUP.
Deubner L. 1900  De Incubatione Leipsig, Teubner.
Diels H. 1897  Parmenides Lehrgedicht Berlin, Reimer.
Dietrich B.C. 1974  The Origins of Greek Religion Berlin/NY, de Gruyter.
Dodds E.R. 1951  The Greeks and the Irrational Berkeley, Univ. Calif. Press.
Ehrenberg V. 1968  From Solon to Socrates London, Methuen & Co.
Eliade M. 1972  Shamanism Princeton Univ Press, Bollingen Series 76.
Farnell L. 1896  The Cults of the Greek States 2 vols, Oxford, OUP.
Farrington B. 1953 Greek Science Hammondsworth, Penguins.
Ferguson J. 1970  Socrates: A Sourcebook London, Macmillan (Open University).
Field G.C. 1930 Plato and his Contemporaries London, Methuen & Co.
Finkelberg A. 1986  ‘On the Unity of Orphic & Milesian Thought’ Harvard Theological Review 

vol 79.
Gold J. 1996  ‘Plato in the light of Yoga’ Philosophy East & West vol 46, 17-32.
Guthrie W.K.C. 1996 Orpheus and Greek Religion... NY, Norton.

1965-81  A History of Greek Philosophy 6 vols, Cambridge, CUP.
Hiriyanna M. 1994  Outlines of Indian Philosophy Delhi, Motilal Banarsidass.
Huffmann C. 1993  Philolaus of Croton... Cambridge, CUP.
Irwin T. 1995  Plato’s Ethics Oxford, OUP.
Jäger W.W. 1923  Aristoteles, Grundlegung einer Geschichte seiner Entwicklung Berlin, 

Weidman.
James P. 1996   The Sunken Kingdom (1995) London, Pimlico.
Kahn C.G. 1960  Anaximander and the Origins of Greek Cosmology NY, Columbia Univ Press.
Kaktos Editions   2003  Orphika 4 vols (Text; Introduction & translation in Mod Greek), Athens (no 

authors).
Kar B. 2003  The Samkhya Philosophy Delhi, Ajanta.
Kazanas N. 2001a  ‘Archaic Greece and the Veda’ ABORI vol 82, 1-42.

2001b  ‘IndoEuropean Deities and the ¥gveda’ Journal of Indo-European Studies 
vol 29, 257-93.
2003 ‘Plato and the Upaniêads’ in <www.omilosmeleton.gr/english/en_index.html>

Kerferd G.B. 1981  The Sophistic Movement Cambridge, CUP.
Kingsley P. 1995  Ancient Philosophy, Mystery & Magic Oxford, OUP.

1999  In the Dark Places of Wisdom Shaftsbury UK, Element.
Koestler A. 1964  The Sleepwalkers (1954) London, Penguins.
Krämer H.J. 1959  Arete bei Platon und Aristoteles... Heidelberg, Carl Winter.
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Laks A. & Most G.W.  1997  Studies in the Derveni Papyrus Oxford, OUP.
Langlot E. 1966  Die Kulturelle und Künstlerische Hellenisierung... Cologne, Oplanden 

Westdeutscher Verlag.
Lekatsas P. n.d. Aristotle’s Politics (in Mod Greek), Athens, Zacharopoulos.
Lewy H. 1978  Chaldean Oracles and Theurgy Paris, M.Tardieu (Œtudes Augustiniennes).
Longrigg J. 1998 Greek Medicine... A Sourcebook London, Duckworth.
Lovejoy A.O. 1936  The Great Chain of Being Camb. Mass., HUP.
Mason S.F. 1979 A History of the Sciences, NY, Collier Books.
McEvilley Th. 2002  The Shape of Ancient Thought NY, Allworth Press.
Mourelatos A.P.D.   1974 ed The Pre-Socratics NY, Doubleday Anchor Bks.

1970  The Route of Parmenides New Haven.
Murray O. 1993  Early Greece 2nd ed, Camb. Mass., HUP.
Neugebauer O. 1957  The Exact Sciences in Antiquity Providence, Brown Univ Press.
Niarchos G.C. 1991  Aristotle on Coming-to-be... Athens, Kardamitsa.
Nilsson M.P. 1964  A History of Greek Religion New York, Norton.
Onians R.B. 1989  The Origins of European Thought about the Body... Cambridge, CUP.
Papathanasiou M.  1978  Cosmologic & Cosmogonic Views in Greece, 2nd Millennium BC, (in Mod 

Greek) Doctorate Thesis, Athens, Athens Univ.
Penglase C. 1994  Greek Myths and Mesopotamia London/NY, Routledge.
Raju P.T. 1971  The Philosophical Traditions of India London, Allen & Unwin.
Ross Sir D. 1964  Aristotle London, Methuen & Co.
Rudgley R. 1998  Lost Civilizations of the Stone Age London, Century.
Sarton G. 1952  A History of Science vol I, Camb. Mass., HUP.
Sedlar J.W. 1980  India and the Greek World N.Jersey, Rowman & Littlefield.
Sherwin-White S.  1979  Ancient Cos Göttingen, Vandenhoeckund Ruprecht.
Solmsen F. 1960  Aristotle’s System of the Physical World Ithaca, Cornell Univ. Press.
Solomon J. 1994 ed  Apollo Tuscon, Univ. of Arizona Press..
Sorabji R. 1987  Philoponus and the Rejection of Aristotelian Science, London, Duckworth.
Taylor A.E. 1949  Plato, The Man and his Work London, Methuen & Co.
Tracy T. 1969  Physiological theory and the doctrine of the Mean in Plato and Aristotle 

Chicago, Layola Univ Press.
Tsakalis A. 1999 ed  Orphic Texts (Introduction in Mod Greek) Athens, Pyrinos Kosmos.
Tsopanis K 2003 Orphism and Christianity (in Md Greek from PhD thesis in Bucurest 

University), Athens, Iamblichos.
Veikos Th. 1995  The Presocratics (in Mod Greek) Athens, Ellinika Grammata.
Ventris M & Chadwick J.  1973  Documents in Mycenaean Greek (1959 rev ed) Cambridge, CUP.
Vlastos G. 1995  Studies in Greek Philosophy vols 1-2, N. Jersey, Prineton Univ. Press.
VME  =  ‘Vedic, Mesopotamian and Egyptian religiophilosophical thought’ by N Kazanas in the 

PHISPC series Forthcoming.
Vogel C.J. de 1970  Philosophia I, Assen, van Gorcum.
Wallis R.T. 1972  Neoplatonism London, Duckworth.
Waterfield R. 2000  The First Philosophers (with good Bibliography) Oxford, OUP.
West M.L. 1971  Early Greek Philosophy and the Orient Oxford, OUP.

1998  Orphic Poems Special Ed, Oxford OUP.
Whitehead A.N.  1979  Process and Reality (2nd ed) New York, Free Press.
Zeller E. and Nestle W.  1963  Die Philosophie der Griechen in ihrer geschichtlichen Entwicklung 

(1928 repr.) Hildesheim, G. Olms Verlag.
Zuntz G. 1971  Persephone Oxford, OUP.
Zürcher J. 1952  Aristoteles Werke und Geist Schöningh, Paderborn.
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